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School gives kids gift of second language

BY HEATHER RAY KARAM

The sounds of children laughing and
singing echo from a Northeast Side class-
room. One can hear the children repeating
in unison the Spanish words “mono,” “cebra”
and “elelante.”

For these preschoolers at Aragon Spanish
Academy, they're doing more than just recit-
ing the Spanish names for animals that live
at the zoo. They are learning (o speak the
Spanish language.

The school is a private Spanish immersion
program that focuses on teaching preschool-
aged children Spanish in a classroom setting.

Rick Gonzales and his wife, Rosa Linda,
opened the school in January to introduce
parents and their young children to Spanish.

“It's all one big Spanish lesson,” says Rick
Gonzales. “The way the teachers teach the
children is through activities. The curricu-
lum is made up of a series of activities.”

Rosa Linda, who speaks Spanish fluently, is
one of three Spanish-speaking teachers at
Aragon that designs the curriculum for the
children. The children are taught Spanish
through a series of classroom exercises that
include art and crafts, songs, games and
dances.

“Whatever they are coloring, when they
are singing or playing, it is all done in Span-
ish,” says Rick Gonzales.

“They are learning through doing, they are
learning in context with what they are doing
at the moment,” he adds. “It is not just about
looking at a blackboard and learning vocabu-
lary words ... as young children, we learned
our native language through the same type
of process.”

Spanish courses

Children at Aragon attend classes either
once a week or three times a week, depend-
ing on the course.

Aragdén Spanish Academy offers several
classes for children and their parents. For
parents who want to share in their child’s
Spanish experience, the couple offers a par-
ent and child course. The class is 50 minutes
long and designed for children 2 to 3 years
old. Preschool-aged children 3 to 5 can
attend a Spanish class without their parents.

This class is tailored for preschoolers and is
1 1/2 hours long. Other classes include
Spanish for Kids for home-schooled children
ages 6to 7.

Michael Borg, a native of Sweden, and his
3-year-old son, Eric, attend the parent and
child class weekly. Borg, who speaks
Swedish and about six other languages, felt
his son could benefit from learning Spanish.

“The school’s environment is very con-
ducive to teaching children to become bilin-
gual,” says Borg. “I am very impressed with
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Rick and Rosa Linda Gonzales, founders of the Aragon Spanish Academy.

"WHEN
CHILDREN ARE
YOUNG, THE
WINDOW OF
OPPORTUNITY
FOR THEM TO
LEARN A NEW
LANGUAGE 1S
WIDEST
OPEN.’

Rick Gonzales

Co-owner, Aragon
Spanish Academy

the school. They are very engaged and
devoted in what they are doing.”

When asked what his favorite part of Span-
ish class was, 3-year-old Eric replied: * like
chocolate,” referring to a dance and song the
children learned in Spanish.

Many of the parents that bring their chil-
dren to Aragon are bilingual, but many are
not, Gonzales says. He says the children
range in ethnicities and cultures.

Gonzales stresses that learning a foreign

See ARAGON, Page 21
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